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Presentation Outline

• UK Governments Syrian Vulnerable 

Person Resettlement Programme

• The Hampshire Response

• Challenges of Social Integration



Syrian VPR Programme

• Announced by Prime Minister on 7th 

Sept

• Up to 20,000 people over 5 years

• Individuals and families direct from 

camps in Syria and border Countries

• Eligibility Criteria set

• 1000 people in first tranche before 

Christmas 2015



SVPRP Process (1)

• UNHCR assess individuals against 

eligibility criteria

• UK Government screen those 

recommended

• If accepted International Organisation 

for Migration (IOM) undertake medical 

screening



SVPRP Process (2)

• IOM send results to UK Local Authority 

for estimate of costs

• Eligibility confirmed - IOM starts visa 

application process

• UK Govt arrange Biometric Resident 

Permits with 5 years humanitarian 

protection



Role of the Local Authority

• Govt has asked all UK Local Authorities 

to make an “Offer” to host a number of 

refugees under the Programme

• Some Local Authorities well integrated 

into refugee programmes, mostly large 

cities and mostly in the North of 

England. Not rural Hampshire.



Hampshire Response

• Strong Political desire to support the 

Programme locally

• Learning from others

• Putting in place arrangements to make 

substantive “Offer”

• Taking Two families into Hampshire 

before Christmas 2015









Migration in the Media | The 

Migration Observatory

www.migrationobservatory.ox

.ac.uk/projects/media







Integration

• We recognise will be a challenge

• We are working with all partners to 

ensure as far as we can that there is 

every opportunity for integration locally



Questions?


